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Reading is a Blast!



Dear  Educators,
 
We hope you are as excited as we are to  
launch the new school year!  

This kit is designed to support your efforts 
and save valuable time as you chart a plan 
for encouraging students’ at-home reading 
practice. On the following pages, you’ll find 
getting started tips and information for 
you, along with engagement resources for 
students and families.  

Fun, themed activities and materials for 
younger and older students, regardless of 
reading ability, are included—along with 
letters to share with families, bookmarks, 
achievement/success celebration 
templates, and more.    

Whatever your students’ prior experiences 
with Accelerated Reader, there is sure to 
be something here to inspire their further 
exploration. And we will be right here with 
you as you guide their reading adventures 
this year!

The Renaissance Team

Since it launched in 1986, 
Accelerated Reader has helped 
thousands of teachers and 
librarians to spark a love of 
reading in their students, and 
it continues to have an impact 
across the globe. Today, many 
educators who used Accelerated 
Reader (AR) when they were 
students themselves are leading 
their own students to achieve 
their reading goals with AR. 

Over the past 35 years, AR has 
changed its look and migrated 
from CDs to the web. But it is 
still the same great tool, helping 
students become explorers of 
the world around them through 
that next great read. 

Together, let’s celebrate the 
achievements of students 
everywhere whose reading 
adventures have been boosted 
with this groundbreaking 
resource! 
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Let’s get social!  
Tag us at @RenLearnUS  

and share how you’re  
engaging your students  

with Accelerated Reader! 
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Join Renaissance Royals, our exclusive community for  
Renaissance educators. 

Renaissance Royals invites pre-K–12 educators who use Renaissance products to 
connect with other educators, learn and share knowledge/information, and have  
some fun along the way. 

Learn more and join today!

 I love reading others’ thoughts, opinions, trials, and errors with using the products.  
It is also fun to collect points and get prizes that I can share with  

my students (especially the books). 

Lauren T. – Texas

Renaissance National Honor Roll recognizes educators for  
their outstanding implementation of Renaissance programs.  

National Honor Roll is designed to help guide educators  
with bite-sized implementation strategies for Renaissance 
products that research has shown result in greater student 
growth. 

Educators who earn National Honor Roll receive achievement  
kits that include a pennant/banner, customizable student and 
teacher certificates, recognition on our website, and more. 

Learn more and get started today!

By participating in National Honor Roll,  
I feel more confident in using the  
reports and resources that Renaissance 
provides. I also love the motivation it 
gives me to monitor my students and the 
goals they are working towards because 
of this extra incentive it provides!

Megan G. – Louisiana

We salute exemplary educators!

NATIONAL
HONOR ROLL

https://www.renaissance.com/services/renaissance-royals/
http://www.renaissance.com/services/renaissance-royals
https://www.renaissance.com/services/renaissance-royals/
https://www.renaissance.com/honor-roll/
https://www.renaissance.com/honor-roll/
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https://renaissance.widen.net/s/wvht7b9dzf/443400-ar-bts-resource-list
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Using Accelerated Reader  
with Your Students  
Here are some quick tips and resources to help get the new school year off to a great start!  

1. Get yourself and your classroom ready for reading practice. 
Schedule time for reading practice in your classroom routines and determine how students will 
access books and take AR quizzes. 

2. Introduce AR to students. 
Help students understand why practicing reading is important and how to find good-fit books. 

3. Determine students’ reading levels. 
Assess students with Star Reading or another assessment to determine what level books will 
provide the best practice opportunities to help students grow.  The students’ scores will also 
help you set personalized reading goals tailored to what each student needs. 

4. Personalize practice for each student. 
Set individualized goals for students to provide guidance on the quantity, quality, and 
complexity of their reading practice. A new early reader goal model, AR Friends, is coming for 
the 2021–2022 school year to help beginning readers celebrate early reading success.  

5. Use data to monitor progress and celebrate success. 
View class and student data in the AR Record Book to facilitate daily discussions with students 
about progress towards their goals and the books they are reading. 

For more guidance and ideas 
on how to use Accelerated 
Reader, check out the Smart 
Start and How-To Webinar 
resources, which you can find 
on the Renaissance-U tile on 
the educator home page. 

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/v2snbjmrn5/
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/v2snbjmrn5/
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/cbm8d87lbm/how-to-webinars---landing-page
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1. Choose a book  
Students can find books within their 
Accelerated Reader ZPD (the range 
of books at an appropriate level of 
challenge) quickly in myON by using 
the search feature and searching by 
ATOS book level. 
 
Students can also look at the book’s 
details in myON to see if the ATOS 
book level and points fit their goals.

3. View reading progress  
If the myON book has an 
AR quiz, then data will 
flow into the AR reports 
and goals just like a  
book they picked  
out from a library.

2. Read and take the quiz  
Students can launch the myON book player 
and read the book. Once they have finished, 
they can launch the AR quiz right away.

Using Accelerated Reader  
and myON together
If students have access to myON, then students not only have access to Accelerated Reader 
quizzes, they also have thousands of digital myON books available to read. Most books in 
myON have AR quizzes. 

New AR  
visuals available 
Summer 2021! 



Scavenger Hunt Ideas 
Challenge your students with these starter ideas—and add some of your own, as well!
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ELEMENTARY MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

Read a book about buddies/friends Read a book about making friends Read a book about friendship

Read a book about a school Read a book about a school club or sport Read a book about a career or job

Read a nonfiction book Read a nonfiction book Read a nonfiction book

Read a fictional book Read a fictional book Read a fictional book

Read a book about your favorite hobby Read a book about something you would like to try Read a book about something you would like to 
learn to do

Read an award-winning book Read an award-winning book Read an award-winning book

Watch a video of a celebrity reading a book 
aloud

Read a book about a celebrity or author Read a book about a celebrity or author who made 
a difference

Read a nonfiction article Read an article related to a current news event Read an article related to a current controversy

Read a book about a faraway place Read a book about a long-ago time Read a book about an indigenous culture today

Find something you want to learn more about 
and read about it

Find something you want to learn more about and 
read about it

Find something you want to learn more about and 
read about it

Read about a place you want to visit Read about travel adventures Read about a place that brings you joy

Read a book someplace you normally wouldn’t Read a shorter book than you normally would. Just 
for fun!

Read a book that challenges you 

Listen to an audio book Listen to an audio book Listen to an audio book

Read an e-book Read an e-book Read an e-book

Have someone read a book to you Read a book with a friend Read a book aloud to a younger reader

Read a book about your favorite animal Read a book about your favorite TV show or movie Read a book about books

Read two books by the same author Read a book about your favorite author Read a book about writing books

Draw a picture about a book Write an alternative ending to a book Post on social media about a book you just read

Write a letter to a character from a book Write a letter to a person (real or fictional) from 
history

Write a letter to a person (real or fictional) who 
made a difference

Take and pass an AR quiz Take and pass an AR quiz Take and pass an AR quiz

Get a perfect score on an AR quiz Get a perfect score on an AR quiz Get a perfect score on an AR quiz

Read a recipe and make something yummy! Read a book about coding Read a book about a scientific breakthrough

Look at a map and write directions to get to a 
friend or family’s house

Read a book by an author from another country Read a book by an author from a culture different 
from yours

Read a book with a leaf on the cover Read a book that makes you laugh Start a book club at your school

Read a book with a heart on the cover Write an alternative ending to a book Write a fanfiction story based on characters from 
your favorite book

Finish a book you started and never finished Finish a book you started and never finished Finish a book you started and never finished

Read a book that feels magical Read a book that makes you feel creative Read a book that inspires you

Read a book published the year you were born Read a book published the year you were born Read a book published the year you were born
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Letter to Families 
Use this letter or excerpt sections from it to provide families with information 
about how they can support and encourage their students to read at home. 
Couple it with additional resources from this kit to be sure they have all the 
information they need.

 

Dear Families,  

Reading at home can be as important as reading at school. Using Accelerated Reader 
at home is a great way to keep your students motivated and interested in reading all 
year long!    

Here are some of the reasons it works so well.   

Accelerated Reader quizzes can be taken at home to help track student comprehension 
after they finish reading books. Within Accelerated Reader, there are also nonfiction 
articles and associated quizzes for students. With a variety of genres, topics, and tools 
offered, students can read about topics that interest them!     

Goals are key for students to succeed in their reading endeavors. Accelerated Reader 
allows for individualized student goals to be set, creating a unique platform for each 
student. Students can track their goal progress after completing each reading quiz. 
These goals are set by teachers at a level for each student so they will be challenged 
just enough to boost reading growth. 

You may want to try one or more of the following fun ways to encourage your student to 
read at home—and share in the excitement with them!       

• Take turns reading to each other.   
• Rewrite the ending of a favorite book, and get creative with the characters and 

the plot!  
• Start an online book club together, and connect with other students and families 

around reading.  
• Create an online group for a book or author you and your student enjoy. 
• Recommend books to each other, sharing stories with topics that interest each of 

you.    
• Write a story book together, complete with drawings and unique characters.   
• Ask your student to read a book virtually to a family member who lives in another 

state. 
• Explore the origins of your student’s school name together.  

 

We hope you will join us to encourage your students to read beyond the school day, 
and to read for fun, now and throughout the year! 

 

Dear Families,  

Reading at home can be as important as reading at school. Using Accelerated Reader 
at home is a great way to keep your students motivated and interested in reading all 
year long!    

Here are some of the reasons it works so well.   

Accelerated Reader quizzes can be taken at home to help track student comprehension 
after they finish reading books. Within Accelerated Reader, there are also nonfiction 
articles and associated quizzes for students. With a variety of genres, topics, and tools 
offered, students can read about topics that interest them!     

Goals are key for students to succeed in their reading endeavors. Accelerated Reader 
allows for individualized student goals to be set, creating a unique platform for each 
student. Students can track their goal progress after completing each reading quiz. 
These goals are set by teachers at a level for each student so they will be challenged 
just enough to boost reading growth. 

You may want to try one or more of the following fun ways to encourage your student to 
read at home—and share in the excitement with them!       

• Take turns reading to each other.   
• Rewrite the ending of a favorite book, and get creative with the characters and 

the plot!  
• Start an online book club together, and connect with other students and families 

around reading.  
• Create an online group for a book or author you and your student enjoy. 
• Recommend books to each other, sharing stories with topics that interest each of 

you.    
• Write a story book together, complete with drawings and unique characters.   
• Ask your student to read a book virtually to a family member who lives in another 

state. 
• Explore the origins of your student’s school name together.  

 

We hope you will join us to encourage your students to read beyond the school day, 
and to read for fun, now and throughout the year! 
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Click here to download in English Click here to download in English
Click here to download in Spanish Click here to download in Spanish

Version 1 Version 2

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/lrtgtt5qd2/443400-ar-bts-fam-letter-english-v1
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/8bmnsbqcdp/443400-ar-bts-fam-letter-english-v2
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/8dtzcd2mkg/443400-ar-bts-fam-letter-spanish-v1
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/qdzjkvwbxc/443400-ar-bts-fam-letter-spanish-v2


Mi rango de lectura 

Mi rango de lectura 

Mi rango de lectura 

Mi rango de lectura 

Mi rango de lectura 
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Themed Bookmarks
Provide one or more of these themed bookmarks to support student—and family—
reading engagement! 

My Reading Range 

My Reading Range 

My Reading Range 

My Reading Range 

My Reading Range 

Click here to download in English

Click here to download in Spanish

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/p2qxrpmsr2/443400-ar-bts-bookmarks-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/kzkdxvxlsx/443400-ar-bts-bookmarks-spanish


Reading Log Template
Students can use this Reading Log to keep track of all the reading they do, then 
share their activity with their families—and with their teachers!

Mi bitácora de lectura

Libro/ 
artÍculo

NÚmero de  
examen Título Nivel del libro/

artÍculo Puntos F/NF Fecha Inicio Fin Porcentaje 
correcto Comentarios

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521

Nombre del estudiante: _____________________________ ZPD (Zona de Desarrollo Próximo): _________________

Meta de porcentaje promedio de correctas: __________ Meta de nivel de libros: ______________ Meta de puntos: ________________

Sitio de Renaissance: _______________________________ Nombre de usaurio: __________________ Contraseña: ____________________
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My Reading Log

Book/ 
Article

Quiz  
Number Title Book/Article  

Level Points F/NF Date Begin End Percent 
Correct Comments

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521

Student Name: __________________________________ ZPD: ________________________________

Average Percent Correct Goal: ___________________ Book Level Goal: ____________________ Points Goal: ____________________

Renaissance Site: _______________________________ Username: __________________________ Password: ______________________

Click here to download in English

Click here to download in Spanish

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/bfjc72pkbl/443400-ar-bts-reading-log-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/gxlqhzwpzv/443400-ar-bts-reading-log-spanish
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Coloring Page Templates
Use these templates to motivate and reward student reading at home, or as 
a just-for-fun activity.
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Click here to  
download the set  

in English

Click here to  
download the set  

in Spanish

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/mwjtzdltxr/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/mwjtzdltxr/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/mwjtzdltxr/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/snz6vctbnh/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-spanish
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/snz6vctbnh/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-spanish
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/snz6vctbnh/443400-ar-bts-coloring-pages-spanish


Word Find Activity Sheet  
Older students can be challenged to complete the Word Find independently or as part of 
a group or family activity. 
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T F I C T I O N J I G E N R E U T E X T

F E X D L H Q B U M N B I P W A R Q P B

O P I N I O N B N O T M D C X U F Y V Q

R R G D W A E Q C O N F L I C T O F R C

E H R E E D J A Z A H F V U I H E L T H

S E D O X Q L W M L K S Y W B O Q A G A

H F A Q P X E Y A D V E N T U R E S Q R

A G R H L E T Z G X Y T U E A N L H K A

D V T N O N T P A C T I O N K C B B A C

O B I N R H E W Z A Z X C V B T H A F T

W S C F E I R E I L Z Q R B P Y T C V E

J R L D E M S Y N O N Y M O G J V K Z R

Q L E A R N K D E Q S W E R Y F G A H P

S Y H E E C N D W O O H V K B N S N X F

U U E P E R S O N W O P M E T A P H O R

M Q G L E J P I W Y D V E U I Z Q N S I

M H R O N F J D U I Z D N N P A J W K E

A L B T H E N T E R T A I N M E N T G N

R Z P G U T G J R S Z F N Y W G D B S D

Y N N I N S T R U C T I O N T B O O K S

Word Find 
Find each word from the list in the chart below.  Then highlight or circle the word in the chart.   

Word List 
ACTION
ADVENTURES
ARTICLE
AUTHOR
BOOKS
CHARACTER
CONFLICT
ENTERTAINMENT
EXPLORE
FICTION
FLASHBACK
FORESHADOW
FRIENDS
GENRE
INSTRUCTION
LEARN
LETTERS
MAGAZINE
METAPHOR
OPINION
PERSON
PLOT
SUMMARY
SYNONYM
TEXT
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T F I C T I O N J I G E N R E U T E X T

F E X D L H Q B U M N B I P W A R Q P B

O P I N I O N B N O T M D C X U F Y V Q

R R G D W A E Q C O N F L I C T O F R C

E H R E E D J A Z A H F V U I H E L T H

S E D O X Q L W M L K S Y W B O Q A G A

H F A Q P X E Y A D V E N T U R E S Q R

A G R H L E T Z G X Y T U E A N L H K A

D V T N O N T P A C T I O N K C B B A C

O B I N R H E W Z A Z X C V B T H A F T

W S C F E I R E I L Z Q R B P Y T C V E

J R L D E M S Y N O N Y M O G J V K Z R

Q L E A R N K D E Q S W E R Y F G A H P

S Y H E E C N D W O O H V K B N S N X F

U U E P E R S O N W O P M E T A P H O R

M Q G L E J P I W Y D V E U I Z Q N S I

M H R O N F J D U I Z D N N P A J W K E

A L B T H E N T E R T A I N M E N T G N

R Z P G U T G J R S Z F N Y W G D B S D

Y N N I N S T R U C T I O N T B O O K S

Answer Key

Click here to download the activity sheet

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/cplrgfbvwx/443400-ar-bts-word-find


¡Recorta el cohete espacial y pon tu nombre! 

Cut out the rocket ship and add your name!

Robert M.

Bulletin Board / Cutout Template  
Launch each student into a new season of reading with these fun cutouts. Use 
them in the classroom or library, and consider providing a copy that students can 
display at home, too! 

Cut out the rocket ship and add your name! 

Example

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521 13

Click here to 
download in English

Click here to 
download in Spanish

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/cs7qz5xcfw/443400-ar-bts-cutout-template-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/cs7qz5xcfw/443400-ar-bts-cutout-template-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/hvxsrfjvms/443400-ar-bts-cutout-template-spanish
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/hvxsrfjvms/443400-ar-bts-cutout-template-spanish


Flyer Templates 
Support communication with students and families about reading, and share 
important tips and reminders with them using these flexible templates.

 

 
Happy Reading! 

 
Read a book about a  

place you want to visit– 
wherever it may be! 

 
Be sure to share your 

reading adventure with your 
family and friends! 

 
 

 

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. 
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Example

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to 
download

Click here to 
download

Version 1 Version 2

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/sjdjmknqpx/443400-ar-bts-flyer-v1
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/sjdjmknqpx/443400-ar-bts-flyer-v1
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/ftv7msbrhg/443400-ar-bts-flyer-v2
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/ftv7msbrhg/443400-ar-bts-flyer-v2
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Web Badges 
These themed badges can be added to your website and social media channels to engage 
students and families in reading activities and celebrate achievements.

Click here to download

Click here to download

Click here to download

Click here to download

Version 2

Version 4

Version 1

Version 3

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/cpx6dqbzjc/443400-ar-bts-web-badge-2
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/zfdzlnznzf/443400-ar-bts-web-badge-4
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/s56sgdq8lv/443400-ar-bts-web-badge-1
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/x8phln7wxp/443400-ar-bts-web-badge-3
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Student Certificate Templates 
Reward individual student achievements with customized certificates you create 
using the templates on this page.  

Consider recognizing students for these reading milestones:

• Maintained an average percent correct above 85%  

• Met book level goal

• Reached a notable number of books read (5, 10, 25, 100, etc.)

• Reached a notable point-level milestone  
(5, 10, 25, 100, 500, 1000, etc.)

• Read X% nonfiction within a marking period

• Maintained a reading log

• Transitioned from being read to (T) to read with (W),  
or from read with (W) to read independently (I)

• Completed X number of items from the scavenger hunt

Click here to download in Spanish

Click here to download in Spanish

CONGRATULATIONS!

Teacher/Administrator

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521 

Click here to download in English

CONGRATULATIONS!

Teacher/Administrator

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521 

Click here to download in English

Version 1

Version 2

CONGRATULATIONS!

Teacher/Administrator

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521

Student Name

maintaining a reading log!

in recognition of

CONGRATULATIONS!

Teacher/Administrator

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 443400.0521

Student Name

meeting their reading goal!

in recognition of

Examples

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/nhv7mlqjgz/443400-ar-bts-certificate-2-spanish
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/bb5mjf6dj7/443400-ar-bts-certificate-1-spanish
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/j6x5cbqz8m/443400-ar-bts-certificate-2-english
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/ttvz2bgqwf/443400-ar-bts-certificate-1-english
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Yard Sign Templates  
Partner with families to broadcast their students’ reading achievements with 
yard signs that include simple, impactful messaging. 

For example:
• An Accelerated Reader lives here!
• <School Mascot> Reader
• I love books!
• Top Reader
• I met my reading goal!

Printer instructions are on the  
individual yard sign file.

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 431806.0321

I met my reading 
goal this month!

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 431806.0321

An Accelerated 
Reader lives here!

©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 431806.0321
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Click here to download

Click here to download

Examples

Version 1

Version 2

https://renaissance.widen.net/s/jplxsx2fb8/443400-ar-bts-yard-sign-2
https://renaissance.widen.net/s/bldzdqnsd8/443400-ar-bts-yard-sign-1



